The liver ﬂuke (fasciola hepa ca) is a parasi c ﬂatworm which infects both ca le and sheep and is found in the
ssue and bile ducts of the liver.
It has a complicated lifecycle that takes 18-20 weeks and involves an intermediate snail host. Temperature and
moisture levels have a major impact and the full cycle is usually only completed between May and October.
It is unaﬀected by most of the broad spectrum anthelmin c drugs used to treat roundworms.
A single adult ﬂuke can shed ~50,000 eggs per day and an animal with a chronic infec on can harbour several
hundred adults, pasture contamina on with a massive number of ﬂuke eggs is a real issue.
When and what to treat with

1. Weigh, underes ma ng the weight is a common cause of under dosing. Select and weigh the biggest
sheep in the dose to determine the correct dose. If you have a wide range of weights, consider spli ng
the group and then weigh the heaviest in each sec on.
2. Calibrate and maintain equipment. Check the gun is delivering the right amount before you start
drenching. Calibrate using a graduated pot or remove the plunger from a 10ml syringe. Finger over the
end and squirt the dose into it.
3. Drench and inject correctly. The technique is important to ensure the wormer does the job eﬀec vely.
Under dosing can happen at this point.
4. Storage. Wormers should be stored securely, away from direct sunlight and at 4-25C. Check the “use
by” date; shake well and once broached use with the me shown on the packaging.
5. Flukicide Resistance. Avoid using one chemical family of Flukicide for several years. Adopt rota on of
drugs.
Buying in sheep this autumn?With the increase in levels of resistance to sheep wormers it is important to
vary the type of drug used. At present there is no known resistance to Zolvix (group 4) and Startect (group
5). These wormers are perfect for quaran ne drenching in conjunc on with a preventa ve scab
treatment.
There are 3 elements to an eﬀec ve quaran ne
1. ISOLATE in coming stock, yard for 24-48 hours, keep them isolated from resident ﬂock for as long as
possible, 3 weeks minimum
2. TREAT the sheep against worms, ﬂuke and scab while in the yard.
3. MAINTAIN isola on when they are turned out to ﬁelds.

Zolvix is available from the Prac ce.

At this me of year we have lots of young calves on the ground and we see a rise in the number of
scour outbreaks. Cocci are the second most common cause a er Rotavirus and so now is a good me
to review the topic.

What: Coccidia are single celled parasites (not bacteria)
Age: under 2years old but usually 3 – 6 weeks
Spread between calves via the environment by shedding egg stages (oocysts) in faeces. They will
survive for long periods of me despite heat, cold and a number of disinfectants. Damage to the wall
of the large intes ne creates watery diarrhoea, resul ng in straining with mucus and blood seen.
Severe cases can show depression, loss of appe te, weight loss and dehydra on, however 95% of
cases are not diagnosed and so the key loss with cocci is poor weight gains pooled or individual muck
samples are submi ed to the lab for the coun ng of oocysts
Treat: separate calves with diarrhoea and treat the group with a coccidiosis treatment- speak to us
about ming and the type of product. Fluid therapy can be useful in severe cases, but the parasite
has already done the damage to the gut ssue stun ng performance long term
Preven on
1. Reduce stock density
2. Regularly move feed and water troughs
3. Reduce faecal contamina on of feed and water troughs
4. Avoid mixing diﬀerent ages of calves
5. Increase bedding to reduce contamina on/rotate animals in ﬁelds
6. Clean and disinfect all buildings between groups of calves. The disinfectant must have a claim of
eﬀec veness against coccidial oocyst
7. Seek advice
If you need further info or advice please ring the prac ce. Lab tes ng is available for lambs & dairy calves
Change of date for the Farmers mee ng now 17th October
Next me you ring or come into the surgery please update your email address, this will help us send out
newsle ers, promo's & any other relevant info eﬃciently

